The detection of immune complexes of different immunoglobulin class.
Immune complexes were detected in 51 sera from patients with a variety of immunological diseases; 14 systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE); 14 infectious mononucleosis (IM); 12 rheumatoid arthritis (RA) and 11 subacute bacterial endocarditis (SBE). Three methods were used to detect complexes: the fluid--phase Clq binding assay (Clq.BA); the solid--phaseClq binding assay (Clq.SP) and the Raji cell radio-immunoassay (RIA). Modification of the Clq.SP and the Raji cell RIA by use of monospecific antisera to immunoglobulins G, A and M enabled the class of antibody in the immune complexes to be determined. Antibodies of all three classes were found in each disease, the predominant ones being IgG and IgM in SLE and SBE, IgM and IgA in RA and IgM in IM.